Water Testing Service 


The Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District has offered water testing to the public for several years.  Through an arrangement with Friend Laboratory, Inc. in Waverly, bottles can be picked up at the Conservation District office in Owego, the water sample taken and returned to the office.  A courier from the lab picks up the samples every Thursday afternoon.


For the homeowner two packages are available which test for the most common concerns in domestic wells.  The Small Homeowners Kit includes total coliform bacteria, lead and nitrate/nitrite.  This kit meets the requirement banks may have to qualify for home mortgages.  Cost for the Small Homeowners Kit is $45. A Large Homeowners Kit is available that tests for more concerns.  It includes total coliform bacteria, corrosivity (pH, alkalinity, total dissolved solids and calcium hardness), nitrate/nitrite, metals (arsenic, barium, cadmium, calcium, chromium, copper, iron, lead, magnesium, manganese, selenium, sodium and zinc).  The cost for this package is $130.  If these items were analyzed separately the cost would be $230.


Testing for individual items is also available.  Total coliform bacteria, fecal coliform, iron bacteria, iron, manganese, copper, lead, calcium hardness and nitrate/nitrite range from $15 to $20 each.  Pond water testing is available for nitrate and phosphates at $15 each.


To have water tested, bottles can be picked up and fees paid at the Soil and Water Conservation District office any time.  Bottles must be returned on Thursday mornings for pickup by the lab in the afternoon.  Test results are mailed directly to the homeowner.

