Tire Cutter:

Potential breeding areas for the West Nile Virus are areas that have standing water including old, discarded tires.  In efforts to increase awareness and combat the West Nile Virus, the Tioga County Soil & Water Conservation District and the Tioga County Water Quality Coordinating Committee (WQCC) have recently purchased a tire cutter. 

It is the District and WQCC's intent to rent the tire cutter to local farms in the area to cut tires that are used for silo bunk covers, thereby reducing numerous breeding areas for mosquitoes; while at the same time making the tires easier and drier for handling.  This easy to use machine will handle 13-16” car and light truck tires. We have cut 12” and 16.5” tires but a small strip may have to be cut by hand where the cut made by the machine doesn’t meet. The machine is available to rent from the District for $2.40 per 100 square foot of bunk silo. By using the District's tire cutter you will not only successfully make your job easier but also will help cut down on numerous potential breeding grounds for mosquitoes that carry the West Nile Virus. To date a number of farmers in the County have rented the tire cutter from the District and feel that it is not only easy to use but also improves upon a job that was once tiresome, dirty and wet. 


Cutting the sidewalls from the tires will make them easier to handle, but you may have to use them differently than whole tires.  A single layer of sidewalls may not be adequate to hold down the cover.  A study done by Cornell found that the optimum weight for holding down silo caps is one and a half tires deep with full coverage.  This provides an adequate seal and keeps spoilage to a minimum.  Of course most farmers use a single layer of tires.  Cut sidewalls can be stacked to get adequate weight and the tread portion put on top. Those with experience with using a single layer of sidewalls say wind can flip them over.  Another problem is the sidewalls slipping on the parts of the bunk that are steep such as the ends when a single layer of sidewalls is used.  Using enough layers of sidewalls and treads to have enough weight to hold them in place should solve this problem.


Those who use the tire cutter may need more tires especially if the tread portion is not used for coverage.  Cut treads are not as easy to handle, as sidewalls so some may be reluctant to use them.  If more tires are needed for adequate coverage we may be able to supply cut sidewalls at a nominal fee. District staff is working on a procedure to collect old tires that are outside providing mosquito-breeding havens.


To reserve the tire sidewall cutter, contact us at the District office.

