Envirothon:

The Envirothon is North America's largest high school environmental competition.  The regional and local competitions are held in the spring, and the winning high school team from each county competes in the New York State Envirothon held several weeks later.  NYS winners go on to compete in the Canon Envirothon®, which is the national competition.


The Southern Tier Regional Envirothon is held at the Tioga County Sportsmen’s Association on Carmichael Road in the Town of Owego.  Every year high school teams with 3-5 students compete in the Envirothon taking tests in forestry, wildlife, soils, aquatics and a current environmental issue, which is different every year.  The Southern Tier Regional Envirothon includes high school teams from Broome, Chemung, Schuyler, Tioga and Tompkins County school districts.


Each year the program grows but there are still school districts that do not participate.  The Envirothon is intended to get students involved with the environment through education.  Our hope is that they gain a better awareness of the environment.  Students can walk through the woods and name each tree or identify animal droppings, tracks and skeletal remains, go to a pond or wetland and identify the vegetation and species and when they hear a bird sing they can tell you what kind of bird it is.  Students study hard all year, and get a chance to experience the environment hands on and get to answer current problems as a team.


Students receive award plaques, savings bonds, t-shirts and lunch at the Southern Tier Regional Envirothon.  The Tioga County SWCD has been fortunate that since the beginning of the event donations have been made to defer our costs, and we have qualified for some local grants in the past.  However, grant opportunities are limited, and each county Soil and Water District supports their own county Envirothon teams', the school district is only responsible for transportation to and from the event.  Therefore, if you would like to make a donation or your Tioga County high school is interested in becoming involved in the Envirothon competition, please contact us at the District office.

